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3 3 1 Q 
"YOUTH IN A CHANGING SOCIETY" 
By Hon. Don Dunstan, Q.C. , M.P. 
National Council of Youth, 
Melbourne, 28th February, 1969. 
I was i n t e r e s t e d to read the repor t of the Sub-Committee 
of the Nat ional Youth Council of A u s t r a l i a on the vot ing age in 
A u s t r a l i a made t h i s month. The Committee found that the matter 
of the vot ing age was merely one aspect of the whole ques t ion of 
the age of m a j o r i t y . As the sponsor in South A u s t r a l i a of a B i l l 
to a l t e r the age of ma jor i ty f o r a l l e f f e c t i v e purposes from 21 
to 18 so tha t the age of ma jor i ty was based upon some r a t i o n a l 
cons idera t ions r a t h e r than on the t r a d i t i o n of our s o c i e t y stem-
ming from the f a c t that in the middle ages a youth in knight 
s e r v i c e was not considered p h y s i c a l l y capable of bear ing a f u l l 
load of armor u n t i l the age of 21, I f i n d the conclus ions of the 
Committee in no w y s u r p r i s i n g . 
The A u s t r a l i a n Research Bureau survey of youth in 1964 
and 1966 has found that young people are f o r the most p a r t not 
involved in p o l i t i c s . They d i d n ' t d i s c u s s them and had no great 
i n t e r e s t in them. That i s not a new s i t u a t i o n , and, aga in , i t 
i s not s u r p r i s i n g . In the f i r s t decade and a ha l f and indeed 
f o r most of the two decades fo l lowing the war, n o n - p a r t i c i p a t i o n 
by people under 50 in a d i s c u s s i o n of pub l i c i s s u e s and t h e i r 
general conformity to the outlook of s o c i e t y in which i t i s f e l t 
tha t p o l i t i c a l convict ions are unimportant, in which the economy 
i s based upon waste , in which a n i h i l i s t i c , mindless hedonism i s 
f o s t e r e d by a m u l t i - b i l l i o n d o l l a r a d v e r t i s i n g industry n e c e s s i t a -
ted by the over-production of junk, where succes s through s e l f i s h -
ness and even through corrupt ion i s viewed not with r e v u l s i o n but 
with envy and in which huge p r i v a t e l y owned bureaucrac ie s e x t o l the 
v i r t u e s of rugged r igged consumption, seemed ax iomat ic . In those 
days , while in those Asian countr ie s or European countr i e s where 
poverty and p o l i t i c a l r e p r e s s i o n went hand in hand, unres t by 
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youth, d i s s a t i s f a c t i o n with i t s condi t ion and tha t of society-
were very e v i d e n t . Not so in A u s t r a l i a or England or the 
United S t a t e s of America - the tendency was t o conform and 
where uncomfortable ques t ions might a r i s e , t o ignore them, i n 
favour of "Darn you, J a c k , I 'm a l l r i g h t " . The s o c i o l o g i s t s 
t o l d us t h a t we were developing an "Admass" s o c i e t y c o n t r o l l e d 
by a d v e r t i s i n g techniques where urban communities would not be 
r e a l communities i n anything but name but a s e r i e s of d o r m i t o r i e s 
where the average suburban co t t age owner did not know h i s nex t -
door neighbour and d id not care who he was; worked i n a l a r g e 
complex where he could have few p e r s o n a l r e l a t i o n s with other 
people at h i s work, and would have e i t h e r canned entertainment 
or mass entertainment which involved no c r e a t i v i t y and no c l o s e 
group o r g a n i s a t i o n involv ing human and emotional r e l a t i o n s with 
the p e o p l e . And c e r t a i n l y from any s i g n s t h a t the average 
u n i v e r s i t y s tudent , apprent ice or young bank c l e r k was g iv ing i t 
seemed tha t there was some f o r c e in what they were saying - tha t 
p o l i t i c s was to t h e s e people no longer a matter which they would 
cons ider as in any v/ay concerning them. They were wrong. 
But in expect ing a tendency to g r e a t e r and g r e a t e r conformity 
with p a t t e r n s f o r e c a s t , what were we expect ing of young people 
in an age of comparative a f f l u e n c e , with more money and more 
l e i s u r e than people in t h e i r age group ever b e f o r e ? They were 
growing up in a s o c i e t y in which c a t c h - c r i e s and sh ibbo le ths of 
e x i s t i n g p o l i t i c a l p a r t i e s would seem to them ( i f they thought 
about them a t a l l ) to bear l i t t l e r e l a t i o n t o the q u a l i t y of t h e i r 
d a i l y l i v e s , i f they analysed them at a l l , they would f i n d tha t 
the conventional wisdom of p o l i t i c i a n s was i n the reproduct ion of 
arguments on p r i n c i p l e s der ived from a f a u l t y a n a l y s i s of the i l l s 
of s o c i e t y in the 19th century . To t a l k these days i n terms of an 
a n a l y s i s of s o c i e t y in which the argument turns on the p r i v a t e 
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ownership or S t a t e ownership of the instruments of T i t l e t o a 
p i e c e of land or p r o p e r t y , or to the companies or corpora t ions 
which are our means of i n s t i t u t i o n a l i s i n g our behaviour in r e l a t i o n 
t o tha t property or p r o c e s s i s so absurd as to s t r i k e no chord at 
a l l with young people of today nor should i t . In a community 
where monopoly and r e s t r i c t i v e t rade p r a c t i c e s are r i f e - p r i v a t e . 
e n t e r p r i s e i s a meaningless p h r a s e . In a community where S t a t e 
b u r e a u c r a c i e s have produced i n s t i t u t i o n s which are o f t e n r e p r e s s i v e 
and s t u l t i f y i n g and which do not a l t e r the q u a l i t y of s e r v i c e given 
or the q u a l i t y of i n d i v i d u a l p a r t i c i p a t i o n , S t a t e ownership i s no 
panacea . The advice g iven to young people i n those terms i s more 
pompous, i r r e l e v a n t and t i re some than t h a t g iven by Polonius to 
Hamlet. But what s o r t of q u a l i t y of l i f e was i t t h a t we had 
developed i n A u s t r a l i a ? What were the norms and i d e a l s of everyday 
behaviour tha t we were so c a r e f u l l y l ay ing down? A youth growing . 
up in t h i s s o c i e t y was expected to want tha t h i s l i f e be condi t ioned 
to these i n f l u e n c e s . He was expected to seek an occupat ion i n 
which he would be a b l e , i n due course , t o make s u f f i c i e n t money to 
provide a house and s e c u r i t y f o r h imsel f and the f a m i l y he was 
expected t o have . He was expected t o work hard and t o be t h r i f t y 
to enable him i n due course to go i n f o r the conspicuous consumption 
which was cons t an t ly urged upon him. He was expected to ge t engaged 
and t o proceed t o marriage i n an atmosphere i n which i t was cons idered 
tha t the c r i t e r i o n f o r making a d e c i s i o n about forming a permanent 
r e l a t i o n s h i p t h e r e a f t e r c i rcumscr ibed by s o c i e t y would be f a l l i n g in 
love and where the love would be the leavening of any d i f f i c u l t i e s . 
which should a r i s e in the r e l a t i o n s h i p subsequently and where the 
haze of euphoria surrounding the engagement and honeymoon per iod 
would keep the sound of wedding b e l l s happ i ly r ing ing i n h i s e a r s f o r 
the r e s t of h i s t ime . He was expected not to have had sex b e f o r e 
marr iage and c e r t a i n l y not to have i t ou t s ide marriage t h e r e a f t e r . 
I f in f a c t he and h i s f i a n c e e had had sex b e f o r e marr iage (and very 
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o f t e n from the s t a t i s t i c s t h i s must have been the c a s e ) then tha t 
was something over which s o c i e t y saw f i t to draw a decent v e i l . : 
He was expected to buy, t o g e t h e r with h i s f i a n c e e , a suburban 
co t t age on j o i n t tenancy. The co t t age woald be , because of the 
spread of our urban a r e a s , (and here , of c o u r s e , the overwhelming 
propor t ion of our people were l i v i n g in suburban a r e a s ) on an 
al lotment too l a r g e to be maintained without a c o n s i d e r a b l e inroad 
on h i s l e i s u r e time and which was so f a r from h i s work or other 
people with whom he would be l i k e l y to develop f r i e n d s h i p s tha t 
s e v e r a l man-hours would be taken out of h i s l i f e merely by commuting. 
He was expected to develop a suburban garden which was n e a t , t i d y , 
and t a s t e f u l , and which a l s o from time t o time provided him and h i s 
f ami ly with home-grown v e g e t a b l e s . His wife was expected not t o 
work or not t o work more than was n e c e s s a r y to ensure the i n i t i a l 
s e c u r i t y of f ami ly f o r t u n e s i n the major investment of the f ami ly 
in a home and a motor c a r . I t was expected then tha t they would 
have ch i ldren p r o v i d i n g , i n tha t o f t - q u o t e d phrase of A u s t r a l i a n 
p o l i t i c i a n s , "the be s t migrants a country can o f f e r . " From the 
beginning of h i s r e l a t i o n s h i p with h i s intended w i f e , t h e i r 
a c t i v i t i e s would conform to the popular conception of what must be 
done. I n s t i t u t i o n a l i s e d behaviour was so s a f e . During her 
per iod of b e t r o t h a l , she would assemble a g lory-box and have shower 
p a r t i e s . He would have some beer s with the boys and i n e v i t a b l y • 
a bucks p a r t y at which he would undoubtedly drink r a t h e r more than 
would l a t e r prove comfortable and be s u b j e c t e d to v a r i o u s p e r s o n a l 
sexua l i n d i g n i t i e s which would be cons idered very funny. 
The i n s t i t u t i o n a l i s a t i o n of behaviour had begun. 
For the r e s t of h i s l i f e he would be expected t o conform to a 
p a t t e r n of form and ceremonial f o r which he would r a r e l y have any 
with 
exp lana t ion other than tha t he would go t h r o u g h i t because i t was 
expected of him even i f he d i d n ' t l i k e i t . He would be expected t o 
p l a y some spor t in what time was l e f t over from keeping h i s a l lotment 
t i d y - growing the lawn and watering the s i l v e r b i r c h . This 
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would p r o g r e s s from more a c t i v e s p o r t s in h i s youth to tha t 
ub iqu i tous r e c r e a t i o n of middle age and dotage of A u s t r a l i a n men -
the bowling green - where he would s e r i o u s l y deba te , (having long 
pa s sed any c l i m a t e r i c b e f o r e which any o r i g i n a l i t y could be expected 
to occur) a ques t ion of whether there could be a departure from the 
uniform of bowlers and comfort could be served by wearing s h o r t s 
r a t h e r than the h a i r y and sp indly shanks of l a t e r y e a r s should s u l l y 
the eyes of the Lad ie s Committee who were so f a i t h f u l l y p rov id ing the 
a f ternoon t e a . As h i s ch i ld ren grew, he would be expected t o go 
through the forms i n r e l a t i o n to them. A good c i t i z e n would take 
some i n t e r e s t i n the school committee and h i s wi fe would be expected 
to j o i n the Mothers or Welfare Club. On n i g h t s of meet ings , or 
the annual b i r thday p a r t y of these o r g a n i s a t i o n s , pa r ty games would 
be p layed which p r i v a t e l y ae would think a bore and an u t t e r waste 
of time but he had to go through with i t . The culminat ion would 
come i n the b i r thday cake ceremony where the wi fe of the l o c a l Mayor 
would make a l i t t l e speech and l i g h t the candles on the cake , and 
r e c e i v e a sheaf of f l o w e r s . The wi fe of the l o c a l Member would make 
another l i t t l e speech and not blow, Oh no, tha t would be too v u l g a r , 
f a n them out to the accompaniment of p o l i t e app lause , and then r e c e i v e 
a l i t t l e sheaf of f l ower s h e r s e l f and then a r e t i r e d I n s p e c t o r of 
Schools or I n f a n t School h e a d - m i s t r e s s would cut the cake , having a l s o 
made a l i t t l e speech, and she would a l s o be presented with a l i t t l e 
sheaf of f l o w e r s . Every o r g a n i s a t i o n l o c a l l y t o which he might 
turn would have i t s own forms of ceremonia l s . He would go to 
r e g u l a r meetings of the f o o t b a l l c lubs f o r s o c i a l a c t i v i t i e s , boozy 
turnouts where p r e s e n t a t i o n s were made to s u c c e s s f u l p l a y e r s who ; 
i n a r t i c u l a t e l y mumbled t h e i r thanks , and then people would sbtempt the 
dance f l o o r . Men would congregate t o g e t h e r and the women would s i t 
a s o l i d f l a n k of w a l l f l o w e r s wai t ing f o r the o c c a s i o n a l i n h i b i t e d 
a t t e n t i o n of the men. Or there would be week-end bucks turnout s held 
enl ivened by s t r i p p e r s or p r o f e s s i o n a l t e l l e r s of bawdy j o k e s . 
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S t e a d i l y h i s l i f e would be expected to f a l l in to a d e l i b e r a t e 
hebetude, and a s each r e l a t i o n s h i p with other people developed, 
i t would be i n s t i t u t i o n a l i s e d f o r s a f e t y ' s s ake . Local c e l e b r a -
t i o n s became j o y l e s s a f f a i r s where a v a s t amount of time was wasted 
by ceremonial a s meaningless and absurd as a formal army parade , 
the t roop ing of the c o l o u r , an opening of Par l i ament , or the 
centenary meeting of the l o c a l d i s t r i c t c o u n c i l . What a g l o r i o u s , 
e x c i t i n g , e v e n t f u l p rospec t t h i s was I 
Now, i t was o f t e n s a i d tha t those who could break away 
from the apathy, the f e a r of freedom, the need t o conform r a t h e r 
than be uncomfortable , were a minori ty e l i t e , a group of people 
p o s s e s s e d of the d iv ine d i scontent always endeavouring to prod the 
m a j o r i t y of mankind. As Richard Crossman, a M i n i s t e r i n the Labor 
Government in England put i t long be fore he was a M i n i s t e r : -
"Human i n s t i t u t i o n s w i l l always be not merely 
amoral but immoral, a s Reinhold Niebuhr showed in h i s famous 
book, u n l e s s they are mora l i sed by i n d i v i d u a l men and women 
aware of t h i s p r o c l i v i t y and waging unceas ing war a g a i n s t i t . 
Every economic system, whether c a p i t a l i s t or s o c i a l i s t , 
degenera tes in to a system of p r i v i l e g e and e x p l o i t a t i o n u n l e s s 
i t i s p o l i c e d by a s o c i a l m o r a l i t y , which can only r e s i d e in a 
minor i ty of c i t i z e n s . Every p o l i t i c a l p a r t y degenera te s i n t o 
o f f i c e - s e e k i n g , u n l e s s i t s l e a d e r s are f a c e d by an o p p o s i t i o n . 
wi thin the r anks . Every Church becomes a v e s t e d i n t e r e s t 
without i t s h e r e t i c s , and every p o l i t i c a l system, inc lud ing 
democracy, o s s i f i e s in to an o l i g a r c h y . Freedom i s always i n 
danger , and the ma jor i ty of mankind w i l l always acqu ie sce i n 
i t s l o s s , -unless a minori ty i s w i l l i n g t o cha l lenge the 
p r i v i l e g e s of the few and the apathy of the m a s s e s . " 
What I think tha t we are see ing today i s a ground swel l 
of d i s content with the l i m i t e d view of l i f e i n pre sent -day suburban 
A u s t r a l i a n s o c i e t y , not merely from the e l i t e but from what was 
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cons idered p r e v i o u s l y the a p a t h e t i c mass . I t i s i n a r t i c u l a t e , 
i l l - f o r m e d , not i n s t i t u t i o n a l i s e d b u t , I t h i n k , r e a l . I t i s 
hard ly s u r p r i s i n g tha t a survey amongst youth a s s o c i a t i o n s in 
A u s t r a l i a does not d i s c l o s e any very r e a l ev idence , any concre te . 
s i gn of the d i r e c t i o n or development of t h i s d i s c o n t e n t . The 
r e g u l a r members of youth a s s o c i a t i o n s are f a r more l i k e l y t o be 
those who accept the s tandard i n s t i t u t i o n a l i s a t i o n of t h e i r 
behaviour and are on the way to the f u t u r e which I have ou t l ined 
than are those who r e f u s e to be involved r e g u l a r l y with youth 
o r g a n i s a t i o n s . Let me g ive an example. I speak from 
experience as a former sen ior o f f i c i a l of the Boy Scout s 
A s s o c i a t i o n . I t s o f f i c i a l handbook i s s t i l l Baden P o w e l l ' s 
"Scout ing f o r Boys" . Enshrined i n i t and i n the Boy Scout Law 
i s an a t t i t u d e to sex as u t t e r l y unrea l as tha t of Lord Acton -
yet the members of the o r g a n i s a t i o n submit to i t . But i t i s 
a s i g n i f i c a n t f a c t tha t in dea l ing with the ado lescent today , 
more and more youth workers f i n d i t n e c e s s a r y t o provide means of 
s o c i a l i n t e r c o u r s e which i s not s t r i c t l y pa t te rned and on which 
no e x t e r n a l o r g a n i s a t i o n of a c t i v i t y i s imposed. How o f t e n now 
do we hear of the n e c e s s i t y of the development of drop- in c lubs . 
because so many youths w i l l not go t o church youth groups , t o 
Boy. S c o u t s , t o S t . J ohn ' s Ambulance groups , or (even 'though the 
p a t t e r n here i s very much l e s s r i g i d or c o n t r o l l e d ) to Surf L i f e 
Saving A s s o c i a t i o n a c t i v i t y . How i s the d i scontent ev ident? 
F i r s t of a l l , and I think p r i m a r i l y , i n pop c u l t u r e . I remember 
the pop tunes of my youth. Glen M i l l e r was t o the f o r e . We 
l i s t e n e d to "Begin the Beguine" , " In the Mood" and "Deep P u r p l e " . 
I t was e s c a p i s t sent imenta l muck. I don ' t want i t t o be thought 
tha t I think a l l a s p e c t s of pop cu l ture today are d e s i r a b l e . I am 
qui te happy from time to time to h i t the dance f l o o r with a 
wild Watusi myself a s an un inhib i ted e x p r e s s i o n of g a i e t y and e l a n . 
However, the i n h i b i t e d s o l i t a r y s h u f f l i n g s of many a d o l e s c e n t s have 
no g a i e t y to recommend them and br ing merely increa sed i s o l a t i o n a s 
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compared with, the old i n s t i t u t i o n of bal lroom dancing . But 
from the beat of the r o c k - a n d - r o l l e r s , the e a r - s p l i t t i n g 
cacophony of our American d e r i v a t i v e s today , there i s a qu i te 
s i g n i f i c a n t d e p a r t u r e . When the B e a t l e s f i r s t became p o p u l a r , 
i t was with songs l i k e "Let me Hold Your Hand" and "Mr. Postman". 
Today they have not only made a r e a l breakthrough i n musica l 
terms from the pop music of any era i n l i v i n g memory but t h e i r 
songs cons t an t ly g ive e x p r e s s i o n a r t i c u l a t e l y to d i s content and 
concern with the pre sent s t a t e of s o c i e t y . This i s not done i n 
p o l i t i c a l terms but i t c l e a r l y p o i n t s out that the present 
i n s t i t u t i o n s of s o c i e t y are not so lv ing but compounding l o n e l i n e s s , 
i n j u s t i c e , a g g r e s s i o n and sheer per sona l h o r r o r . 
In the l a s t l e c t u r e , S i r Paul Hasluck c r i t i c i s e d the 
word content of some of the songs presented by the S e e k e r s . 
I agree with what he had t o s a y . Indeed, even when they sang 
the songs of s o c i a l p r o t e s t made popular by Bob Dylan and P e t e r , 
Paul and Mary, they were sung so sweetly tha t the sound seemed 
qu i te i r r e v e l a n t to the content of the song. But the songs o f ' 
s o c i a l p r o t e s t are now cons t an t ly e v i d e n t . They are not 
e x p r e s s i o n s of c o n s t r u c t i v e p r o p o s a l s f o r change. They are 
e x p r e s s i o n s of a widespread d i s content with the s t a t e of the 
world and s o c i e t y which has occurred under our a d m i n i s t r a t i o n 
and they want, i f p o s s i b l e , t o have something d i f f e r e n t though i t 
i s not c l e a r what. We are not hear ing so much from youth the 
e x c i t e d cry of the r e v o l u t i o n a r i e s - they a r c saying very much l e s s 
a r t i c u l a t e l y with T . S . E l i o t t "what are to be the v a l u e s of the 
long looked forward t o , long hoped f o r calm, the autumnal s e r e n i t y 
and the wisdom of age . Have they deceived us or deceived them-
s e l v e s , the qu ie t -vo i ced e l d e r s , bequeathing us merely a r e c e i p t 
f o r d e c e i p t . The s e r e n i t y only a d e l i b e r a t e hebetude. The 
wisdom only of the knowledge of dead s e c r e t s u s e l e s s i n the 
darkness i n t o which they peered and from which they turned t h e i r 
e y e s . There i s , i t seems to us a t be s t only a l i m i t e d value i n 
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the knowledge der ived from e x p e r i e n c e . " Because of t h i s , 
of course p a t t e r n s of behaviour are r a p i d l y changing. Today 
there i s l i t t l e s o c i a l f o r c e in the demand to conformity with 
the sexua l mores to which s o c i e t y has p r e v i o u s l y pa id l i p s e r v i c e . 
They are not only very widely departed from but there i s very 
wide s o c i a l acceptance of the f a c t that they are and may be depar ted 
from without any s o r t of s o c i a l d i s a p p r o b a t i o n . The whole 
i n s t i t u t i o n of marriage i s undergoing a r a p i d change i n our 
s o c i e t y and i s quickly obta in ing merely the l e v e l not of a 
sacrament surrounded by the mystique of the women's magazines 
but merely a u s e f u l means of prov id ing s e c u r i t y f o r c h i l d r e n . 
Conventional d r e s s and behaviour i s a l s o s t e a d i l y being c a l l e d i n 
q u e s t i o n , n o t , of course , t h a t those who are doing the ques t ion ing 
do not themselves seek to impose p a t t e r n s and to i n s t i t u t i o n a l i s e 
t h e i r own r e b e l l i o n and d i s c o n t e n t . We have the c o n t r a s t i n g 
a b s u r d i t y of youths wearing long h a i r which must be extremely 
uncomfortable i n the kind of c l imate we have and which must add 
to the time tha t they have to t a k e about t h e i r own p e r s o n a l 
appearance, i f they keep c l e a n , qu i te a d e a l , and we have Judges 
who d r e s s themselves in the most absurd of f i n e r y combining a 
mediaeval c l e r k ' s gown, 18th century f u l l bottomed wig, and 
regency knee breaches . They c e l e b r a t e the view t h a t f o r a 
gentleman, the only way to wear h i s h a i r i s in long r i n g l e t s 
around h i s s h o u l d e r s . These same Judges say to thooe who do 
not conform t o the p a t t e r n s I have de sc r ibed and to the b u s i n e s s 
of wearing a s u i t , c o l l a r and t i e , matching sox and h a i r cut short 
back and s i d e s , on a l l p u b l i c o c c a s i o n s , tha t these are people ndt 
wanted i n our s o c i e t y which has no p l a c e f o r the h i p p i e s , queers 
and Carnaby S t r e e t t y p e s . 
The d i s c o n t e n t , t h e r e f o r e , that I have o u t l i n e d , 
'though widespread, has not become a r t i c u l a t e i n terms of a demand 
f o r p o l i t i c a l r i g h t s f o r they see p o l i t i c a l p a r t i e s merely a s 
i n s i g n i f i c a n t and manipulat ive i n s t i t u t i o n s . They are not 
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demanding g r e a t e r per sona l p o l i t i c a l r i g h t s f o r they have been 
ab le with t h e i r money to i n f l u e n c e the nature of goods on the 
market and can get many s a t i s f a c t i o n s without an a l t e r a t i o n in 
t h e i r r i g h t s which in f a c t would only make t h e i r r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s 
i n conforming to s o c i e t y ' s p a t t e r n s occur the e a r l i e r . How, 
however,has t h i s whole s i t u a t i o n a f f e c t e d tha t e l i t e among 
youth which i s p o l i t i c a l l y i n t e r e s t e d and a r t i c u l a t e ? I t has 
produced a widespread movement amongst s tudent s of unre s t and of 
r e j e c t i o n of the t o t a l p re sent p o l i t i c a l s t r u c t u r e . There are 
only , I t h i n k , a few s tudent s who have made t h e i r gurus today : 
Herbert Marcuse and Regis Debray but there are a whole l o t more 
who have vaguely heard of Che Guevarra and f o r whom i t i s amusing 
as a ge s ture of d e f i a n c e to wear a Red Guard cap . 
One might a c c u r a t e l y say tha t the New L e f t movement -
the movement of l a t e 20th century anarchy - among U n i v e r s i t y 
s tudent s has l i t t l e suppor t , but what i s s i g n i f i c a n t i s t h a t 
today a very l a r g e number of s tudent s are prepared t o p r o t e s t 
a g a i n s t the accepted p o l i c i e s of A u s t r a l i a on a whole s e r i e s of 
s c o r e s and t o p r o t e s t at some danger to themselves and t h e i r 
c a r e e r s and to do i t p u b l i c l y not as a l a r k but as a s e r i o u s 
e x p r e s s i o n of t h e i r r e j e c t i o n of what we have handed to them. 
I f youth a s s o c i a t i o n s i n A u s t r a l i a ignore t h i s very cons iderab le 
ground swel l of d i scontent and r e j e c t i o n of p r e v i o u s l y accepted 
norms, they w i l l simply be bypas sed . When Bob Dylan s a i d 
"The t i m e s , they are a -chang ing" , he s t ruck a r e a l chord in 
younger people today and we are not j u s t f a c i n g a phenomenon 
tha t has been f a c e d many t imes be fore in recent h i s t o r y by the 
e l d e r s i n s o c i e t y , we are f a c i n g something new and of a s i g n i f i -
cance which we can only ignore by being the kind of people whom 
so many youths i n s t i n c t i v e l y f e e l us to b e . 
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